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Marriage and Rermarriage in Europe and Asia -
Longitudinal and Comparative Perspectives
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Panel Session for the 67th Annual Meeting of the Population Association of Japan
June 5-6, 2015

Marriage and Remarriage in Europe and Asia: Longitudinal and Comparative Perspectives

This session discusses similarities and differences of population and family patterns over time and space
focusing on marriage and remarriage. Discussions are based on recent achievements of historical
demography using micro-level longitudinal data.

Since its start in 1994, the Eurasia Project (EAP), a comparative study of population and family history
from 18th to early 20th century, has been active in promoting comparative studies based on the population
registers from five European and Asian countries: Sweden, Belgium, Italy, Japan, and China. The use of
"big data™ and the application of similar models between countries allowed detailed analyses of differences
and similarities in the rural societies of East and West. The session invites participants of EAP to report on
the most recent analysis of marriage and remarriage. Together with the discussants who work on the
contemporary and/or historical demography in Japan, we will discuss the implications of EAP work in
longitudinal and comparative research on family and population, challenging the dichotomous views of
East vs. West or pre-modern vs. modern, which have persisted since Malthus.
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