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Panel session:
Marriage and Family Building in Historical East Asia

This session focuses on empirical studies of marriage and reproduction in East Asia during the18th
and early 20th century, utilizing micro-level longitudinal data. Evidence reveals that marriage in
East Asia was early and universal although it was not directly connected to an early start of
childbearing, and that the marital fertility was quite low for the early modern period. While East
Asia shares many features that are distinct from the West, such as collective orientation of
demographic decisions, age-gender hierarchy in household, importance of family succession, etc.,
there were also variations within the area. What are the similarities and what are the differences?
Together with the discussants who work on contemporary demography in East Asia, we will discuss
the implications of the findings of historical demography and the characteristics of East Asian family
and demographic patterns, going beyond the dichotomous views of East vs. West or pre-modern vs.

modern, and linking past and present.

*The session will be supported by Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research (B) (JSPS KAKENHI
Grant Number: 15H03139) "Comparative studies of family and demography in East Asia: An

empirical approach using longitudinal micro-level data bases (Pl: Satomi Kurosu)."

Organizer: Satomi Kurosu (Reitaku University)
Chair: Noriko O. Tsuya (Keio University)
Presenters:
Wenshan Yang (Academia Sinica, Taiwan)
Sangkuk Lee (Ajou University, Korea)
Cameron Campbell (Hong Kong University of Science and Technology)
Hao Dong (Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Reitaku University) and
Satomi Kurosu (Reitaku University)
Discussants:
Jim Raymo (University of Wisconsin)

Toru Suzuki (National Institute of Population and Social Security Research)
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Theme Session:
Marriage and Family Building in Contemporary East Asia

Focusing on contemporary East Asia, this session compliments the session on "Marriage and
Family Building in Historical East Asia." East Asian countries experienced dramatic nuptiality
and fertility declines after World War 11. Some countries showed the lowest levels of TFR in the
world after the turn of century. As a result, the level of aging in these countries will surpass that
of Japan soon, making the region the most aged part in the world. Demographic research is
required on the rapid changes in union and family formation in this region. Comparative
perspective is preferable, if possible, to identify the uniqueness of East Asian experiences as
well as the differences within the region. Although the main focus is on nuptiality and fertility
declines in the 21st century, studies of long term perspectives on the first and second
demographic transitions are also welcomed.

Organizer: Toru Suzuki (National Institute of Population and Social Security Research) -
Satomi Kurosu (Reitaku University)
Chair: Wenshan Yang (Academia Sinica, Taiwan)
Discussant(s) :
Cameron Campbell (Hong Kong University of Science and Technology)
Tsukasa Sasai (Fukui Prefectural University)
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