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The Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami occurred in 2011/3/11 and this disaster revealed
health care issues that Japan already had. One is the lack of attention for maternal health care in the
disaster response and the other is decreasing OB/GYN providers in these 10 years. There is a
generation inequality in health care of highly aging society like Japan - perinatal health care is less
concern than elder care. Although exact numbers of pregnant women and the number of fetuses are
unknown, approximately 4,500 were directly affected by the disaster in the devastated area, which
were not prioritized as a vulnerable population. Continuing research of 11 hospitals and 37 clinics in
the devastated area showed that most of pregnant mothers stayed more than 3 evacuation shelters to
find a safer place to live and half of the pregnant patients could not find a way to go out from the
Tsunami area to have birth. Seventy infants below the age of 12 months died in the earthquake in
that day, and the number was 300 times higher than usual infant mortality in the same year. Birth
outcomes of this catastrophic area tell us the importance of the emergency preparedness for the next
generation in highly aged society where reproductive aged women and mothers are “minority”.



