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Family Strategy vs. Child Welfare:
Comparative Studies of Adoption Using Micro-Level Data from the 18th to 20th Centuries

Organizer: Satomi Kurosu (Reitaku University)
Chair: Hideki Nakazato (Konan University)
Discussant: Noriko O. Tsuya (Keio University) / Mary Louise Nagata (Francis Marion University)

Session Abstract:

Adoption is a widely-accepted method of family formation in many contemporary societies, yet the
institution of adoption differs substantially across societies as well as across time within the same
society. In East Asia, adoption has played a vital role in ensuring family continuation since at least
the early modern period, and adoption as a family strategy even continues today. The U.S. pioneered
in promoting the adoption in the best interests of the child in the late 19th century, and the adoption
of children in need of care became a major form of adoption. The purpose of this session is to
understand the institutional diversity and explore its demographic implications by conducting
comparative longitudinal studies of adoption practices in East Asia. Taking advantage of
longitudinal and individual-level microdata, such as population registries and genealogies, we
compare the evolution of child and adult adoption in East and West, explore economic and non-
economic rationales for the diverse practices, and investigate their long-run implications.

Session Papers (Tentative):

1. Satomi Kurosu (Reitaku University) and Hao Dong (Princeton University) “Adoption in Japan
1700-1870: For family or for children?”

2. Sangwoo Han (Sungkyunkwan University) and Byunggiu Son (Sungkyunkwan University)
“Dividing Property and Sharing Sons: A Socio-economic Family Strategy in the 18-20th Century
Korea”

3. Wen Shan Yang (Academia Sinica) and Chun Hao Li (Yuan Ze University) “Giveaway Daughter
and Mother’s Attachment: A Test of Hrdy’s Mother Nature Hypothesis”

4. Chiaki Moriguchi (Hitotsubashi University) “From Pragmatic to Sentimental Adoption: The
Evolution of Child Adoption in the United States, 1900-2000”

Session Members (Tentative):

Hao Dong (Princeton University), Sangwoo Han (Sungkyunkwan University), Satomi Kurosu
(Reitaku University), Chun Hao Li (Yuan Ze University), Chiaki Moriguchi (Hitotsubashi
University), Hideki Nakazato (Konan University), Mary Louise Nagata (Francis Marion University) ,
Byunggiu Son (Sungkyunkwan University) , Noriko O. Tsuya (Keio University) , Wen Shan Yang
(Academia Sinica) .
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