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Population and information about sexuality
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<A{tWi® v ¥ g 3> Panel Session 3 (English)
Child Bearing, Child Rearing and Child Survival in South Asia

Organizer: Dilhani Wijesinghe, Satomi Kurosu (Reitaku University)
Chair: Satomi Kurosu (Reitaku University)
Discussants: Noriko Tsuya (Keio University) ; Yuiko Nishikawa (Josai University)

This session is aimed to discuss patterns and factors related to reproduction, child mortality, as well as
the characteristics of child rearing among population in South Asia. South Asia consists of eight
developing countries. While three of those countries such as India, Pakistan and Bangladesh are within
the ten most populous countries in the world, Sri Lanka and Maldives have achieved major
improvements in various demographic indicators. Thus, inter-country socio-cultural, ethnic, religious,
economic and political backgrounds significantly varies, exhibiting a great diversity within the region.
It is of great interest to compare reproductive patterns and child rearing environment in various
socio-cultural contexts in South Asia.

The discussion includes (1) behavioral patterns of child bearing and child rearing, (2)
socio-demographic and cultural/religious factors associated with child bearing and child rearing, and
(3) child survival/mortality in various communities in South Asia. Both qualitative and quantitative
methodological approaches are used. This session is a great opportunity to explore the relationship
between demography and diverse cultural/religious context in South Asia. In addition, since the PAJ
has done very little on South Asia in its past annual meetings, this proposed session is expected to fill
such a gap.

Presenters:

Dilhani Wijesinghe (Reitaku University) “Reproductive Behavior in Sri Lanka”;

Shakil Khan and Ai Sugie (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)
“Fertility Transition and Female Roles in Rural Bangladesh”;

Nazmul Huda (Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology)
“Determinants of Child Mortality in Rural Areas in Bangladesh: A Sociological
Investigation”;

Mizuho Matsuo (National Museum of Ethnology) “Medical Termination of Pregnancy and Female
Infanticide in India”.
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