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We explore factors affecting the current state of lowest-low fertility in Singapore to offer 
future prospects. In particular, we focus on ethnic diversity of Singapore society as a key 
aspect regulating evolution of fertility. We also focus on education attainment as another key 
ingredient. 
 Our analyses combine both of macro- and micro-data to strength flexibility of latter 
and reliability of former each other. Macro data we demonstrate are derived from Population 
census and Vital statistics, both of which are known to hold highest accuracy. We show recent 
developments of fertility and nuptiality since 1970s. In particular, we focus on ethnic 
differentials underlying the period evolutions, and evaluate relative importance of naptiality 
to the fertility changes rather than marital reproduction by conducting classical demographic 
decomposition analysis on changes in ethnicity-specific period fertility. 
 We analyze a micro-level data drawn from the 2016 survey, “Opinion Survey on 
Marriage, Family and Work,” for patterns and factors on first marriage timing of youth in 
contemporary Singapore. In an analysis of the Cox proportional hazard models with/without 
time-varying coefficients combined with baseline hazards stratified by gender, our primary 
focus is on gender (in-)differences in effects of extended schooling and professional 
occupations after the schooling on delaying first marriage. We also stress that both of Chinse 
and non-Chinse native Singaporean (who were born in the city state) get married later than 
non-natives (who were born outside Singapore).  
 Based on these macro- and micro- facts, we conclude our discussion regarding future 
prospects for fertility in Singapore. 
 
附記：本研究で⽤いる調査データ「結婚、家族、仕事に関する意識調査」は、JSPS 科研費（課題番号 26285122、
研究代表者：松⽥茂樹、『⽇本とアジア新興国における少⼦化・教育・雇⽤の関連に関する国際⽐較研究』）
を受けて実施したものである。本研究は厚⽣労働科学研究費補助⾦（地球規模保健課題解決推進のための
⾏政施策に関する研究事業）「東アジア、ASEAN 諸国の⼈⼝⾼齢化と⼈⼝移動に関する総合的研究（課題
番号：H27-気球規模-⼀般-001、研究代表者：鈴⽊透）」及び同「東アジア、ASEAN 諸国における UHC に
資する⼈⼝統計システムの整備・改善に関する総合的研究（H30-地球規模-⼀般-002、研究代表者：鈴⽊透）」
の助成を受けたものである。 


